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A Global Exploration of Modernization, Anthropomorphism, and Wildlife Values
Alamrani Samia®
Abstract

The dynamic relationship between humans and wildlife undergoes significant shifts as societies advance
through the process of modernization. This abstract presents a comprehensive global exploration of the
intricate connections between modernization, anthropomorphism, and wildlife values, shedding light on

the implications for wildlife conservation and human-wildlife interactions.

Modernization, characterized by technological advancements and changes in lifestyles, alters human
interactions with the natural world, impacting wildlife and their habitats. As societies urbanize and
disconnect from nature, their direct experiences with wildlife diminish, giving rise to new challenges for

wildlife conservation.

Anthropomorphism, the human tendency to attribute human characteristics to animals, plays a pivotal
role in shaping wildlife perceptions. In the context of modernization, anthropomorphism manifests
through media and popular culture, impacting how people view and interact with wildlife. This abstract
explores the consequences of anthropomorphism on wildlife conservation efforts, considering both

positive empathetic effects and potential misunderstandings of animal behavior.

Wildlife values are influenced by cultural beliefs, traditional knowledge, and the socio-economic context.

The article delves into diverse case studies from different regions, offering insights into how
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modernization affects wildlife values and conservation approaches. Some cultures may prioritize wildlife
conservation as integral to their spiritual and ecological systems, while others may confront conflicts

between economic development and wildlife preservation.

Recognizing the significance of cultural context in conservation planning, this abstract emphasizes the
need for inclusive and culturally sensitive strategies that resonate with local values. By promoting
wildlife appreciation through educational initiatives and fostering meaningful interactions, societies can

bridge the gap between modernization and wildlife values.

The implications of this global exploration highlight the importance of harmonizing traditional wisdom
with modern knowledge to safeguard biodiversity and ensure sustainable human-wildlife coexistence.
The abstract underscores the urgency of designing context-specific conservation approaches that align
with diverse cultural perspectives, fostering a collective commitment to preserve wildlife for future

generations.

In conclusion, this global exploration underscores the complex interplay between modernization,
anthropomorphism, and wildlife values, illuminating the challenges and opportunities for wildlife
conservation in a rapidly changing world. The abstract advocates for embracing cultural diversity and
cultivating a deeper connection with wildlife, transcending the boundaries of modernization to forge a

harmonious relationship between humanity and the natural world.
Introduction

The relationship between humans and wildlife has evolved significantly over time, shaped by cultural,
social, and environmental factors. As societies progress through modernization, their attitudes towards
wildlife also undergo transformation. This article presents a comprehensive exploration of the
interconnections between modernization, anthropomorphism, and wildlife values on a global scale.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for promoting wildlife conservation and fostering sustainable

human-wildlife coexistence in the modern world.

Mutualism orientations, for instance, are thought to be higher in females and in individuals living in

more urban areas, as compared with males and individuals from more rural areas.

Recently, researchers have proposed that an increase in modernization, a broad term including economic
wealth, urbanization and formal education, might have caused a change in the relationship between
humans and wildlife, by altering human orientations, attitude and behaviours toward wildlife. In
particular, modernization has led people in post-industrial countries to experience increased loneliness

and social isolation, but also less frequent encounters with wildlife and thus a more benign and less
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conflictive association with animals. According to this hypothesis, the tendency to attribute human
mental or physical characteristics to other entities, further fostered by an affective relationship with pets,
would have enhanced human empathy and perception of similarity with other species. In turn, this
would have led humans to switch from domination to mutualism orientations, and to more positive

attitudes and behaviours toward animals
Modernization and its impact on wildlife

Modernization is characterized by technological advancements, urbanization, and changes in lifestyle
and values. As societies transition from agrarian to industrial and digital economies, their interactions
with wildlife also change. Rapid urbanization often leads to habitat fragmentation and encroachment,
affecting wildlife populations and their ecosystems. Moreover, modern lifestyles may disconnect people

from the natural world, reducing their direct experiences with wildlife.
Anthropomorphism: seeing ourselves in wildlife

Anthropomorphism refers to the human tendency to ascribe human characteristics, emotions, and
intentions to animals. This cognitive process influences how humans perceive and interact with wildlife.
In the context of modernization, anthropomorphism can take various forms, such as portraying wildlife
as cute or cuddly in media and popular culture, attributing human-like thoughts to animals, or ascribing

them with personalities and emotions.

Anthropomorphism can have both positive and negative implications for wildlife conservation. On one
hand, it can foster empathy and concern for animals, leading to increased support for conservation
efforts. On the other hand, it may lead to misunderstandings about animal behavior and needs,

potentially impacting their welfare and survival.
Wildlife values and conservation

The values that societies place on wildlife play a crucial role in determining the level of conservation
efforts. Traditional and indigenous cultures often exhibit strong connections to wildlife, viewing them as
integral parts of their spiritual and ecological systems. However, as societies modernize, their values

towards wildlife may shift, leading to varied attitudes and levels of concern for their conservation.

Understanding the factors that shape wildlife values is essential for designing effective conservation
strategies that resonate with diverse cultural contexts. Modernization can influence these values by
altering people's perceptions of wildlife, their awareness of conservation issues, and their willingness to

support conservation initiatives.



Uluslararasi Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi/The Journal of International Social Research & ..
Cilt: 16 Sayi: 102 Temmuz 2023 & Volume: 16 Issue: 102 July 2023

Case studies from different regions

To gain a holistic perspective, this article examines case studies from diverse regions across the globe. It
explores how various cultures approach wildlife in the face of modernization. Some cultures may
prioritize wildlife conservation and foster harmonious coexistence, while others may prioritize economic

development at the expense of wildlife habitats.
Implications and recommendations

The global exploration of modernization, anthropomorphism, and wildlife values yields valuable insights
for wildlife conservation efforts. Recognizing the cultural context in conservation planning is vital to

developing inclusive and effective strategies that align with local values and priorities.

Educational initiatives and media campaigns can play a crucial role in fostering wildlife appreciation and
empathy while dispelling anthropomorphic misconceptions. By promoting meaningful interactions with
wildlife, such as ecotourism and community-based conservation initiatives, societies can reconnect with

the natural world despite modernization.
Conclusion

The complex interplay between modernization, anthropomorphism, and wildlife values underscores the
need for culturally sensitive and context-specific approaches to wildlife conservation. By understanding
the diverse perspectives and attitudes towards wildlife, societies can find common ground to protect and
preserve biodiversity for future generations. Embracing both traditional wisdom and modern knowledge
will be instrumental in forging a sustainable path towards harmonious coexistence with wildlife in the

modern world.
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