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Economic Impacts of Universal Suicide Risk Assessment for Adolescents 

Magnavita Nicola* 

Abstract 

Adolescent suicide is a growing public health concern, prompting healthcare providers to adopt 

universal suicide risk screening in emergency care settings. This article explores the economic 

implications of implementing suicide risk screening programs for adolescents in emergency care. 

Universal screening, involving systematic assessment of every adolescent patient for suicide risk, has the 

potential to provide early identification and intervention. While such programs incur costs associated 

with staff training, protocol development, and follow-up care, they offer substantial economic benefits. 

Preventing suicide attempts and completed suicides through early intervention can lead to healthcare 

cost savings, improved long-term productivity, and reductions in litigation costs. This article underscores 

the importance of considering the economic dimensions of suicide risk screening in adolescent 

emergency care, highlighting its potential as both a life-saving intervention and an economically sound 

investment. 
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Adolescence is a critical period of development marked by numerous challenges and transitions. For 

some young individuals, this stage can be fraught with emotional turmoil, leading to an increased risk of 

suicidal thoughts and behaviors. Recognizing this vulnerability, healthcare providers have turned their 

attention to the implementation of suicide risk screening in adolescent emergency care settings. While the 

primary goal is to identify and provide necessary interventions for at-risk individuals, it is equally 

important to consider the economic implications of such screening programs. In this article, we delve into 

the economic dimensions of suicide risk screening in adolescent emergency care. 

The Growing Concern of Adolescent Suicide 

Adolescent suicide is a concerning and complex issue that demands immediate attention. According to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), suicide is the second leading cause of death 

among individuals aged 10 to 34 in the United States. This staggering statistic highlights the urgency of 

implementing effective preventive measures. 

Universal Suicide Risk Screening in Adolescent Emergency Care 

In recent years, there has been a shift in healthcare policy and practice towards universal suicide risk 

screening in emergency care settings, especially for adolescents. Universal screening entails 

systematically assessing every adolescent patient for suicide risk, rather than relying on clinical judgment 

alone. Several standardized tools and protocols have been developed to aid in this process, such as the 

Columbia-Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS) and the Ask Suicide-Screening Questions (ASQ). 

The Benefits of Suicide Risk Screening 

Early Identification: One of the primary advantages of universal suicide risk screening is early 

identification. By systematically screening all adolescents, healthcare providers can identify individuals at 

risk of suicide who might otherwise go unnoticed. 

Prompt Interventions: Early identification allows for the timely initiation of interventions, including 

psychiatric evaluation, counseling, and appropriate treatment. This can significantly reduce the risk of 

suicide attempts and completed suicides. 

Improved Outcomes: Studies have shown that suicide risk screening in emergency care settings can lead 

to improved outcomes, including reduced hospitalization rates and better long-term mental health 

outcomes for adolescents. 

The Economic Considerations 
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While the benefits of suicide risk screening are clear, it is essential to assess the economic implications of 

implementing such programs. The costs associated with universal screening include training staff, 

developing and maintaining screening protocols, and providing follow-up care and treatment. However, 

it is crucial to consider these costs in the context of the potential savings and societal benefits. 

Healthcare Cost Savings: Preventing suicide attempts and completed suicides through early intervention 

can lead to significant healthcare cost savings. Hospitalization and treatment for suicide attempts can be 

expensive, and preventing even a single suicide can offset the costs of screening programs. 

Improved Productivity: Adolescents who receive timely mental health interventions are more likely to 

lead productive lives, contributing to the workforce and society. This can have long-term economic 

benefits by reducing the burden on social welfare programs. 

Reduction in Litigation Costs: In cases where suicide attempts result in legal action against healthcare 

providers, the costs of legal fees and potential settlements can be substantial. Effective screening 

programs can help reduce the likelihood of such legal disputes. 

Conclusion 

The economic implications of suicide risk screening in adolescent emergency care are multifaceted. While 

implementing and maintaining screening programs may incur upfront costs, the long-term benefits in 

terms of healthcare cost savings, improved productivity, and reduced litigation risks are significant. 

Moreover, the primary aim of these programs is to save lives and prevent the profound human suffering 

caused by adolescent suicide. In the pursuit of both economic efficiency and the well-being of our youth, 

suicide risk screening in adolescent emergency care emerges as a critical and justifiable investment. 

References 

1. Ammerman NT. (2007). Introduction: Observing Religious Modern lives. In Everyday religion: 
Observing modern religious lives. Edited by Ammerman, N. T. 3-18. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

2. Levitt P. (2008). Religion as a path to civic engagement. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 31(4), 766-791. 
3. Ammerman NT. (2014). Finding religion in everyday Life. Sociology of Religion, 75(2), 189-207. 
4. Ammerman NT. (2020). Rethinking Religion: Toward a Practice Approach. The American Journal 

of Sociology, 126(1), 6-51. 
5. Banderker, A. M. (n.d.). Animal Abuse and Welfare in Islam. 
6. Bardakoglu, A. (n.d.). Kopek Islam Ansiklopedisi. ISAM. Istanbul. 
7. Baysa, H. (2021). Ev ve Sus Hayvanu Edinma Saiklerinin Fikhi Acidan Tahlili. Islam Hukuku 

Arastirmalari Dergisi, 235-262. 
8. Bender, C. (2012). "Practicing Religion," In the Cambridge Companion to Religious Studies. 

Robert Orsi, (ed.). Cambridge University Press. 

https://oxford.universitypressscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780195305418.001.0001/acprof-9780195305418-chapter-14
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01419870701784489
https://academic.oup.com/socrel/article/75/2/189/1652239?login=false
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/709779
https://www.animalsinislam.com/islam-animal-rights/dogs/
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/kopek
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/ihad/issue/66122/1054695
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/cambridge-companion-to-religious-studies/0A61DB6FF9856E8804D140FA689B96EA
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/cambridge-companion-to-religious-studies/0A61DB6FF9856E8804D140FA689B96EA


 

Uluslararası Sosyal Araştırmalar Dergisi/The Journal of International Social Research 
Cilt: 16 Sayı: 104 Eylül 2023 & Volume: 16 Issue: 104 September 2023 

 

 
  
  
 

4 
 

9. Berglund, J. (2014). Princely Companion or Object of Offense? The Dog's Ambiguous Status in 
Islam. Society & Animals, 22(6), 545-559. 

10. Buhârî, (1987), Muhammed b. İsmâîl Ebû Abdillâh, el-Câmiʿu’s-sahîh, Beyrut: Dâru İbn 
Kesîr, Hadith, 538. 

 

https://brill.com/view/journals/soan/22/6/article-p545_1.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/soan/22/6/article-p545_1.xml
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/buhari-muhammed-b-ismail
https://islamansiklopedisi.org.tr/buhari-muhammed-b-ismail

