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Abstract

This paper attempts to compare the European Unidntlee Economic Community of West African
States. It contends that economic integration haspbtential to enhance the relative strength efittegrating
economies in their bargaining with other econonmaugings in the world. It however frowns at theigadiminate
implementation by the Economic Community of Westidén States of ideas and theories borrowed froen th
European experience without recourse to West Afipaculiar socio-economic and historical problems.
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Introduction

The study of comparative integration efforts hasnbegite fashionable for scholars of
international political economy. For instance, otler last few years, comparative studies of thetiNor
Atlantic Free Trade Area (NAFTA) and the European Wn{gU) has been undertaken to reveal the
factors that facilitated the successes of eachnisgton in their integration efforts at the regibfevel.
Also, a comparative study of the Asia Pacific Ecoimfooperation (APEC) and European Union has
also been undertakérin addition, an attempt has also been made to ammine Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) with the Economic Comnyrif West African StateSHowever, very
little effort has been made to compare the Europgaion with the Economic Community of West
African States. Against this background, this pafeetuses on a comparative study of the European
Union (EU) and the Economic Community of West Africaiates (ECOWAS). The factors responsible
for the resounding success of the European Unidts imtegration efforts on the one hand, and they v
modest and limited success of the Economic Commuriit§est African States on the other hand shall
also be discussed before a conclusion is drawreiflafso lays the importance of this study.

A closer look at the Economic Community of West &én States suggests a potentially rich
two-way vein of empirical and theoretical insiglt be gained from comparison with the European
Union. Indeed, there are striking parallels thaghminot seem evident at first but that do emergeutih
a vigorous comparative analysis. There is no ddwditthe geographical, historical, political, andtumal
contexts are sufficiently different as to ensuriedént paths towards regional cooperafidh.is also
important to stress that the comparative analylsiseEuropean Union and the Economic Community of
West African States offers a chance to refine auovkedge in several broad areas of international
relations and comparative political economy. Aeapmer level, it allows us to refine dominant ndedal
institutionalist approaches to the understandingaminomic cooperation. Again, the approach allaws f
the utilisation of alternative constructivist aggaliions to the study of regional integration.

Conceptual Clarifications

This section provides some conceptual clarificationglation to integration and regionalism. A
clarification on these two concepts is necessaryafgroper understanding of the evolution of the
European Union and the Economic Community of WesicAfr States. Thus, “integration can be seen as
the attainment within a territory of a sense of ommity and of institutions and practices strongugyio

* Visiting Senior Lecturer, Department of Historyni\lersity of Cape Coast, Ghana

! For details, see Richard Higgott, “The InternagioRolitical Economy of Regionalism: The Asia-Pacind Europe,” compared
in W. D. Coleman and G. R. D. Underhill (ed&ggionalism and Global Economic Integratidtondon: Rutledge, 1998).

2 See Ogen Olukoya “Globalization and Regional Iratign: ASEAN and ECOWAS Compared,” (Unpublisheggra 2004).

3 Richard Higgott, “International Political Economy.p.42.
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and widespread enough to assure for a long timegehamong its populatiof.On his part, Ernest Haas
defined integration “as the tendency towards tHantary creation of larger political units, eachwdfich
self-consciously eschews the use of force in thaioms between the participating units and grotips.

Arising from the above definitions is the fact thiategration can be viewed as a condition in
which separate units or entities come togethertlier purpose of mutual interdependence for their
common benefit. Also obvious in the definitionstlie fact that integration normally infringes on the
sovereignty of the integrating stafe$dowever, what appears to be a common agreemenhgmo
integration scholars is the fact that there is ageweof separate institutions and communities ugual
within a specific geographical region. It is asthoint that integration and regionalism meet.

On the other hand, regionalism is a concept thamgployed to explain the relationship that
exists among members of a segment or unit of thieadjlsystem. It could also be seen as a foreigeypol
tool that defines the international interests abantry in terms of particular geographic areaghinarea
of both local and international politics, regiosati, and by extension regionalisation is a procéss o
dividing a political entity into smaller regionsdatransferring power from the central governmenthi®
regions’ Several reasons advanced by integration thednsexplain the conditions or situations that
make nations integrate include the following: firstthe desire to maintain peace and peaceful co-
existence; second, the need for multipurpose chipedyiand third is the need for capacity building

Basically, there are several forms of integratiod ¢hese include economic integration such as
the European Union (EU), the Economic Community ofstWgfrican States (ECOWAS), the North
American Free Trade Area (NAFTA), the European Comrivtanket (ECM), and the West African
Economic and Monetary Union (WAEMU) to mention buew. Secondly, there is political integration,
and examples of this include the defunct Orgarmigatif African Unity (OAU), the defunct League of
Nations, the United Nations Organisation (UNO) amothers. Thirdly, there is security integratiotsu
as the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), tBeganisation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE), and the Association of SoutheastnANiaion (ASEAN) etc. At this point, this paper
shall discuss briefly the historical backgroundtied European Union and the Economic Community of
West African States

The European Union (EU): A Brief Historical Background

It will not be wrong to argue that the European Wn{&U) represents a success story of a
regional integration effort and this success sisrylerived “from an ever increasing lowering of the
barrier effects of boundaries between the worlesitichational states with, hitherto, a history afureent
and most devastating territorial and border w&Bsasically, the inauguration of the European Unios ha
been based on the theory and practice of “Europghowi Frontiers® An important result of this
development is that there has been an unprecedgmntedh of relevant institutions and a steady
expansion of regional constituencies, which havier@sts that transcend national boundaries and
identities.

In terms of evolution, it can be argued that pres$tom the communist bloc caused European
Powers to cooperate not only militarily but als@mamically. Available records have shown that the
most important step towards economic cooperati@ghiategration was taken when the Treaty of Rome
was signed on March 26, 1957 by the six counthies had earlier formed the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC) i.e. France, Germany, ltaly, BeigitHolland and Luxemburlj.All the signatories
to the Treaty of Rome agreed on the establishmeBuafpean Economic Community. In summary, the
community had the aim of abolishing all trade lmEgiand to establish a common external tariff arabng

4 K. W. DeutschThe Analysis of International Relatior#s! Ed. (New Delhi: Prentice-Hall, 1989), pp.270 — 283

5 E. B. Haas, “The Study of Regional Integrationfl&eions on the Joy and Anguish of Pre-theoriZimgL. N. Lindberg and S.
A. ScheingoldRegional Integration: Theory and ReseafdMassachusetts: Harvard Pres871), p.3.

® See M. M. Ogbeidi, “Regional Integration: A Thetimal Analysis” in A. Olukoju, A. Lawal and K. Fafii(eds.)Fundamentals of
Economic HistorfLagos: First Academic Publishers, 2003), p.362.

" A. I. Asiwaju, Boundaries and African Integration in Comparativistdry and Policy Analysif agos: Panaf Publishing, 2003),
p.4.

8A. 1. Asiwaju, p.4.

9 Higgott, “The International Political...”

% Felix Gibert and David C. Larg&he End of the European Era, 1860 to the Prestthted. (New York: W. W. Norton &
Company, Inc., 1991), p.437.
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others. It was a long tortuous journey before thepean Economic Community metamorphosed into the
European Union on the®'INovember 1993 after the signing of the Treaty ofaMecht. Today, the
European Union has twenty-seven member statéese countries are guided by the objectives of the
European Union which are enumerated and brieflyagnet below.

The Objectives of the European Union

The European Union’s mission is to organise relatam®ng member states and among their
peoples in a coherent manner and on the basididasty. The main objectives are:

(a) To promote economic and social progress. To achtbig a single
market was established in 1993 and a single cwreras launched in
1999.

(b) To assert the identity of the European Union on tivermational scene —

through European humanitarian and to non — EU c@msticommon
foreign and security policy action in internatioraises and common
positions within the international system.

() To introduce European citizenship, which does notlatep national
citizenship, but complement it and confers a nundiegivil and political
rights on European citizens.

(d) To develop an area of freedom, security and justicknked to the
operation of the internal market and more partidylghe freedom of
movement of persons.

(e) To maintain and build on established European Unmms] all the
legislation adopted by the European institutionsggetber with the
founding treaties$?

It is not a disputable fact that to a very largéeak member states of the European Union have
struggled and succeeded to ensure that the olgsatifithe organisation are realisable, althougi #ne
still experiencing some hiccups in their bid to wesa total and smooth implementation of the afore
mentioned objectives. The next section of this wisrkdevoted to explaining the institutions of the
European Union.

The Institutions of the European Union

There are five institutions involved in running tBeropean Union. These include:
i. The European Parliament (elected by the peopldseahiember states).
ii. The Council — representing the government of the begrstates.

iii. The Commission — comprising the executive and titly bhaving the right
to initiate legislation.

iv. The Court of Justice — ensuring compliance withlaines.

V. The Court of Auditors — responsible for auditing &dogounts.

These institutions are supported by other bodies asadhe economic and social committee and
the committee of the regions made-up of advisodigswhich help to ensure that the policy positiohs
the European Union’s various economic and socitdguaies and regions respectively are taken into
consideration. The European Ombudsman deals withpledms from citizens concerning mal-

1 This section relies heavily on the informationifatle on the European Union website, www.eu.onpititm (Accessed 12
March 2005). Also see Juliet lodge (edhe European Community and the Challenge of tharEtondon: Pinter, 1989).
2 |bid.
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administration at European level, while the Europkaestment Bank and the European Central Bank
are the European Union’s financial institutions mesgible for monetary policy matters in the Euroadre

Taking a critical look at the history of the Europdanion, it would be discovered that some
landmark decisions in term of evolution and memhiprspolicy competence, and policy style has
characterised the European Union system since incefitSome of these policies and decisions shall
now form the focus of discussion. As far back asil&8, 1951, members of the European Community
(EC) which eventually metamorphosed into the EurnpEaion signed the Treaty of Paris which
established the Strategic European Coal and Steein@oity (ECSC). By January™71956, the
European Coal and Steel Community confirmed thecppi@ of free circulation of steel products
imported from Third World countries within the comnity.

Again, in May 1952, the European Defence CommunE{P(E) Treaty was signed which
established a common defence policy for all the bmmeountries. Also, in January 1959, the firspste
were taken in the progressive abolition of custammsies and quotas within the defunct European
Economic Community (EEC). In July 1962, custom dutkesindustrial products between member
countries were reduced to 50% of their 1957 le¥glain, in 1959, regulations creating a common
agricultural policy (CAP) came into force among thembers of the European Unibn.

In January 1966, the European Economic Communityremtthe third and last phase of its
transition to the common market. This implies teplacement of the unanimity vote by the majority
system for most of the decision of the Council antflarch 1966, the commission laid before the cdunc
its proposal for independent revenue for the conitpwand wider powers for the European Parliament.
Furthermore, in 1967, the EEC Council of Ministerscided to harmonise indirect taxes in the
community. They adopted the principle of the Valdded Tax system. The Council also approved the
first medium-term economic policy programme definand fixing the aims of the economic policies of
the community for the years ahead. Furthermoreherd” of March 1970, the commission submitted to
its Council of Ministers, a memorandum on the prafian of a plan for the establishment of Economic
and Monetary Union. In May 1971, the Council iniodd a system of monetary compensatory amounts
for trade in agricultural products between membates in order to maintain the unity of the common
agricultural market®

The European Confederation of Trade Union was dshedl in February 1973 to harmonise
trade union activities within the European Union. ihn February 2000, the Fourth Ministerial
Conference on EU-African, Caribbean, Pacific (ACR@gotiations aimed at a partnership for
development was held in Brussels, Belgium. The Ewwopénion and the African, Caribbean and Pacific
countries agreed on the plan of action that wdsltow the Fourth Lome Convention. More importantly,
a special European Council meeting was held in Lisbortugal to decide on a new strategy to
strengthen employment, economic reforms and seolaésion as part of efforts aimed at ensuring the
existence of a knowledge-based econdfy.

Last but not the least, for the purpose of thisalisse, the Parliament and the Council adopted a
decision designating 2001 as the European yeangfiges. Hence on the'6f June 2000, the broad
economic policy guidelines for the member-stated #i@ community for the year 2000 were adopted.
Also, the entry of Greece into the Euro zone wasr@aged in that year. A common strategy on the
Mediterranean region was adopted and an actionfplathe Northern dimension in external and cross-
border policies of the European Union was endovgeite support was given to the European Union’s
Anti-drugs Action Plart® today, it cannot be disputed that the European tisiavaxing stronger in its
integration efforts, and more nations within andsale of the region are desirous of becoming member
states. Briefly discussed above are the modest &dtieved by the European Union, our discussiolh sha
now be shifted to examining the evolution of the m@mic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) before undertaking a comparative analysthetwo bodies.

13 Juliet Lodge (ed.)The European Community and the Challenge of tharBu2™ ed. (London: Pinter Publishers, 1995), pp.1 —
34.

14 John McCormickUnderstanding the European Union: A Concise Intrcithn, 4" ed. (London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008).
There is a detailed discussion on the institutiofithe European Union.

% |bid.

8 Ministry of External Affairs, Federal Republic Nigeria, Nigeria and the ECOWAS since 1985: Towards a Dyodegional
Integration(Enugu and Lagos: Fourth Dimension Publishers @ab. 1991).

7 Olatunde J. Cet al, African International RelationgNew York: Longman, 1985), pp.171 — 172.

'8 |bid.
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The Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS): A Brief Historical
Background

A former military president of Nigeria, General dbim Badamosi Babangida, once argued that
“the existence of the Economic Community of Westigsin States (ECOWAS) essentially underscores
the reality that regional economic integration hasome a necessary complementary strategy to ahtion
economic development policie¥ This statement emphasises the relevance of thbliektaent of the
Economic Community of West African States by som#hefcountries in the sub-region. Indeed, without
the Economic Community of West African States, WAdsica would have been a region largely divided
into two sections, with each part aligning wittheit Great Britain or France, depending on the iddis
country’s colonial experience. Although the batties not been fully won, the Economic Community of
West African States has been trying to erode the &if demarcation created by colonialism in West
Africa.

Without mincing words, it can be argued that thierés that led to the eventual formation of
Economic Community of West African States coulddmated in the early 1960s with the decision of the
majority of the African leaders to adopt a functibrtooperation strategy beginning from the sub-
regions?® Thus, it was not surprising when on May 28, 1978niB, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Ivory Coast (now Cote d’lvoire), Liberia, Mali, Mdtania, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Senegal, Togo
and Upper Volta (now Burkina Faso) signed the yestablishing the Economic Community of West
African States. Two years latter, Cape Verde joitohging the number of member-states to a tdtal o
sixteen. At its inception, the coming togethertd fifteen states laid the foundation for a mardatver
124 million peoples — the largest that Africa hagreknown in modern times. It represented the
beginning of the realisation of a line of actioattthe Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) had been
promoting since 1964 when it made public its reportWest African Industrial CoordinatiGhAt this
juncture, it is only necessary for us to brieflyamine the objectives and institutions of the Ecomomi
Community of West African States.

The Objectives of the Economic Community Of West African States

The aims and objectives of the Economic CommunitWeft African States are embedded in the
Treaty. The Treaty stated amongst other things that:

a. The primary mission of the organisation was to priem@conomic integration
within the West African sub-region.

b. The organisation shall ensure that the free movemgpersons, goods and
capital across the frontiers of member states asanieed.

c. The organisation shall engage in the promotion obpeoation and
development in all fields of economic activities.

d. The signatories should emphasise “in particular,rtbed for cooperation in
the field of industry, transport, telecommunicaiprenergy, agriculture,
natural resources, commerce, monetary and finamatters, and in social and
cultural matters®

The Institutions of the Economic Community of West African States

The institutions of the Economic Community of Westigdn States includes: the Authority,
consisting of Heads of States and GovernmentsCthencil of Ministers; the Executive Secretariat; the
Tribunal; and specialised commissions dealing with

€)) Trade, Customs, Immigration, Monetary and Paymeritevig

% See Ministry of External Affaird\ligeria and the ECOWAS Since 1985L.

2 Okeke S. G. Maduabuchi, “ECOMOG and Conflict Retioh in West Africa: A Study of the Linkage betweEconomic
Integration and Regional Security,” (Unpublished®dPFhesis, Dept. of Political Science, Universitylaigos, October 2008).
2 Ministry of External AffairsNigeria and the ECOWAS Since 198%.

2 Ministry of External AffairsNigeria and the ECOWAS Since 198p. 3 — 4.
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(b) Industry, Agriculture and Natural Resources;
(c) Transport, Telecommunications and Energy; and
(d) Social and Cultural Affairg®

The Authority — consisting of the Presidents andddeaf Government — is required to meet at
least once annually. The meeting is to be chairetstion by each leader of the integrating coestri
The Council of Ministers is expected to meet twicaiyear and it is charged with the responsibdity
ensuring that the community functions in accordamitke the Treaty of the organisation. Again, it tias
task of issuing directives to subordinate institng and making recommendations to the Presidents an
Head of Governments. The Executive Secretary sdoves four year term which is renewable, however
he may be removed from office by the Assembly ofsklents and Heads of Government on the
recommendation of the Council of Ministers.

The Tribunal is responsible for the settlement afpdies referred to it by the Assembly of
Presidents and Heads of Government which also égad its competence, composition and statutes;
moreover, it is to “ensure the observance of law psstice in the interpretation of the Treaf§.A
revised Treaty which reflects on West Africa’s mwl cooperation experience since inception was
signed by the sixteen West African Heads of StateJuy 24, 1993. A principal objective of the new
Treaty, which was designated to be achieved in stagthe creation of an economic and monetary union
To this end, a regional trade liberalisation scheras adopted which led to the creation of a Freedrad
Area (FTA) by the end of 1999; with a common ex&éttariff regime being implemented in phrases. The
three phase programme for the free movement otdmemunity’s citizens has been completed. The
community has also been pursuing the physical iatem of its member-states through the development
and modernisation of national highway and telecomioation networks>

The monetary policy of the community has the medterm objective of achieving regional
convertibility of the nine national currencies and,a long term, the objective of creating a single
monetary zone. The West African Monetary InstitMgAMI), a fore-runner of the West African Central
Bank became operational in January, 2001. Furthexmthe community has been involved in
implementing sectoral programmes such as the @uenection of national electric grids and regional
pipelines for the distribution of natural gas. Qthwogrammes include rural water supply scheme,
community seed production, cattle breeding centigecultural research programmes, a master plan fo
regional industrial development, coordination ofseigification control programmes, cooperation in
health matters, establishment of equivalence fgrekes and diplomas to mention but a féw.

The Treaty has placed particular emphasis on prowpditie involvement and participation of the
private sector and the general public in the dgaraknt and integration of the economies of the regio
Already, the Economic Community of West African 8tathas encouraged the establishment and
functioning of a private regional commercial barkCOBANK), the Federation of West African
Manufacturers Associations (FWAMA), West African WWen's Association (WAWA), and the West
African Road Transporters Unigh.

More recently, it could be observed that the mésble activity of the Economic Community of
West African States has been its intervention i@ dmar in Liberia and Sierra Leone. Starting in
December 1989, a group of Liberian dissidents swaepiss the country to the gates of Monrovia. The
United States, the defunct Organisation of Afriddnity (OAU) and the United Nations declined to
intervene to restore peace and order, and in Aub@80, the Economic Community of West African
States standing Mediation Committee endorsed ttableshment of a Cease-Fire Monitoring Group code

2 Ayo Akinbobola,Regionalism and Regional Influentials: The Postd@dlar Role of Nigeria in African Affaifd.agos: Concept
Publications, 2001).

24 For more details setEconomic Community of West African States Face®h£998, www.state.gov/regions/africa,retrieved
(accessed 22March 2005).

% |bid. pp.1 - 3.

% Okolo J. Emeka, “Integrative and Comparative Reglism: The Economic Community of West African 8t International
Organisationsyolume 39, no. 1, Winter 1985, p.149.

27 Akinbobola,Regionalism and Regional Influentiafs.92, 95.
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named Economic Community of West African States Nwitig Group (ECOMOG) to oversee the
implementation of the Abuja Agreement for Libefia.

The Economic Community of West African States Mormitgr Group gathered a force of
approximately 8,000 with contingents drawn from &tig, Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Burkina Faso, and
Senegal, as well as Uganda and Tanzania from outsiddéconomic Community of West African States.
After many failed peace agreements, the Economicr@amity of West African States Monitoring Group
was able to implement the Abuja Il Peace Plan bexai an apparent accommodation of the largest
factional leader, Charles Taylor. The Economic Comityunf West African States Monitoring Group
has also succeeded in ousting a junta that semedrby force in Sierra Leone and has re-establised
authority of the legitimate government in that coy’

From Theory to Reality: Comparing the EU and ECOWAS

Available records have shown that certain thecskfisundation informed the establishment of
the Economic Community of West African States. Fiirstegration in the West African sub-region has
largely been informed by the integration processesNVestern Europe, Latin America, Asia, and
elsewhere in Africa. Generally, in all these aréfas main objectives of integration had been both
economic and political. It is economic if the imnad preoccupation was the promotion of better
economic welfare or economic development. On therdband, it was political if the ultimate conceifn
members was the political unity of the componeatest At this juncture, it is important to notetttiee
European Union and the Economic Community of WestcAfr States have not actually attained full
political unity, though a high level of economidedgration has been achieved by the European Union
which appears to be blazing the trail in this dimt

The integration objectives of the Economic CommunityVest African States are not entirely
different from those of other sub-regional orgatiises. However, in the sphere of attaining politica
unity, the Economic Community of West African Statesds not to have recorded any significant
achievement compared to the European Union. Ratliest African leaders are more occupied with the
promotion of economic development as the first gtensuring political independence. Again, little
progress has been recorded on the economic framttaldactors that bother essentially on the wide
economic disparity existing in the sub-region. iBes, most of the leaders tend to value their ecino
sovereignty more than any programme or policy aiatadkveloping integration.

As regard the theoretical approach to integrattbe, Economic Community of West African
States seems to share functionalism, neo-functgmabnd the traditionalist theory of economic
integration with the European Union. The functidstatheory assumes that integration could be eftbct
through the creation of a transnational complexeocbnomic and social organisation. To this end,
proponents of the functionalist theory such as BawWitrany, believed that international activitiesutd
be organised around basic functional needs suttamsportation, health and welfare necessitiesyiall
activities, trade and productidhAlso, the theory further assumes that the intésnatisation of politics
and economics would ultimately shift loyalty and/eeignty from states to international organisation
This philosophical underpinning, which was expedteduide the integration process in West Africa, is
fraught with some difficulties and has not realtypacted on the Economic Community of West African
States. Thus, the integration process in West Afdcsill very slow, and in this direction, the Bpean
Union tends to be ahead of the Economic Community/es$t African States.

Similarly, the neo-functionalist approach to Wedtidan integration has not really transformed
the Economic Community of West African States inteager height because the neo-functionalist
doctrine of ‘spill-over’ seems not to be relevaatdeveloping countries especially in the spheres of
politics. It has been established that leaders fadess-developed sub-region like West Africa wélver
relegate their powers and political sovereigntyhe background, while leaders of the European Union
are more liberal in this regard but their problenses from their citizens who are not really inuarlg to
integrate.

28 |bid, pp.64, 92.

29 |bid.

30 See David MitranyA Working Peace System: An Argument for the FumatiDevelopment of International Organisations
(Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1966).
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The neo-functionalist school or philosophy is esplgca modified version of functionalism and
Ernest Haas was the propon&nhfThe central thesis of the model was that theretexiscontinuum
between economic integration and political unidms tis contrary to the argument put forward by
functionalist. In neo-functionalism, both econoraitd political factors are believed to be linkedetibgr
by the ‘spill-over’ effect through which the var®uask and powers of the central institutions are
increased while integration gradually encroachesthmn political sensitive area. As applied to the
Economic Community of West African States, the nacfionalist school of though has not achieved
anything. Again, the European Union has gone favalthe Economic Community of West African
States in this direction. The reason is essentimbause, unlike what obtains in Europe, issueshndrie
relatively non-controversial and are solvable htecrats will really pose a lot of problems in idér.
This makes the intervention of political leaders $ofution inevitable. This has been the situation in
Africa in general and the Economic Community of Wfsican States in particular.

Last but not the least, the traditionalist theoryimégration, which was essentially propounded
by J. Viner maintained that the primary ingrediestt&conomic integration are trade creation andetra
diversion. He argued that trade creation is relatedhe existence of a customs union while trade
diversion occurs when one of the member stateshmbieviously produced a commodity inefficiently
owing to the existence of a protective tariff walgw captures the entire markets after the creatfcm
customs unior> However, it is sad to note that till date, the it Community of West African
States does not have a custom union and this retftetraditionalist theory irrelevant to the siio@ of
the Economic Community of West African States. thisrefore advisable that the Economic Community
of West African States should quickly move towatigs removal of political, economic, and structural
impediments to integration in order to be abledmpete and compare favourably well with the Eurapea
Union.

At a more analytical level, the study of compamtiggional integration reveals that as salient as
some of the findings of the theories of integratinight be when applied to the study of the European
Union and the Economic Community of West Africant&athe fact that they are prejudiced ostensibly
by the traits of a particular region imposes carfanitations on universal applications. As longthe
global regions do not share uniform characteristitase theories are susceptible to a tendenaoyctesf
on certain aspects of the phenomenon of integratibite neglecting others, which may be equally
important for the refinement of theoty.

Furthermore, theoretical approaches to the studggibnal integration based on readings of the
European Union model may offer an insight into thecpsses of integration in the West African sub-
region. For example, in theory, member states ef Elconomic Community of West African States
agreed to remove tariffs on unprocessed goods @9,1@hile tariffs on industrial goods were to be
phased out between 1996 and 2000. However, inipeatariffs still persist because member statabef
Economic Community of West African States have lretuctant to risk balance of payments difficulties
and loss of tariff revenue.

Intra-ECOWAS trade accounted for a modest sharel®6 ¢alued at $3.6 billion of members
total trade in 1998 Most exports of member states consist of raw-rsseshipped to developed
countries. Moreover, Nigeria accounts for more thati of the Economic Community of West African
States population and nearly half of the $60 billiannual Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the
Economic Community of West African States. The nexd targest members are Ghana with 8% of the
population and 18% of the Economic Community of WAsigican States GDP. The average economic
growth in the Economic Community of West African t8facountries was estimated at 3.9% in 1996 led
by Cote d'lvoire with 6.8% growtfr.

The European Union on the other-hand appears tanbsland of relative prosperity, security
and peace. This is because shared cultures, pbtitialitions and basic commitment to liberal deratic
practices are assumed to exit among the Europedanlsountries. Indeed, the European Union

%1 Haas The Study of Regional Integratic®,

%2 Douglas. A. Irwin (ed.)Essays on the Intellectual History of Economicsagob Viner(Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1991).

% See Rosenau James, “The Restless Qiredmes Rosenaln Search of Global Patterr®lew York: The Free Press, 1976).
34 See Chime Chimeluntegration and Politics among African Stafgdppsala: Scandinavian Institute of African Stsdi#977).

35 For more details seEconomic Community of West African States Face®h£998, www.state.gov/regions/africa,retrieved
(accessed 22March 2005).
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represents bold attempts to create a new politgnai®avour inspired by considerations of powettipsli

as well as altruism. It represents not the endhef state but an example of how geographically
contiguous states have adapted over time and stuglstommodate a shared goal to promote European
unity.

Thus, it could be observed that the performanceth@fEuropean Union and the Economic
Community of West African States are a mere refiecof the level of development of the member state
that constitutes the membership of the sub-region&ns. For instance, the countries in Europe that
make up the European Union have attained a higH t#veechnological and industrial advancement,
while the countries that make up the Economic Conityof West African States are technologically
backward and industrially underdeveloped. This dibmuihas affected the commitment and financial
contributions of member states to the growth anatld@ment of the union. This explains the diffeenc
in the success rates between the European UniothariEtonomic Community of West African States.

Conclusion

From all indications, it is generally agreed thabr@omic integration is necessary for the growth
and development of any sub-region in the world, thig is predicated on the fact that all econoniies
the world have experienced sustainable growth aneldpment based on the primacy of production
centred on their natural resources. In essencekemartegration theories and strategies just litee f
market principles, liberalisation, and globalisatiseem to favour the developed world. Thus, it can b
unequivocally argued that the unrestricted appboadf the various theories of regional integration
explain the integrative efforts of less developedintries (LCDs) such as we have in the Economic
Community of West African States may be inapprdpriaand any attempt to do otherwise can be
regarded as part of the politics of knowledge bwtemsn scholars and this clearly amounts to academic
imperialism.

Hence, it may not be wrong to assert here thaEttmomic Community of West African States
is merely promoting market integration to improve tsales of products produced by the developed
world. Instead the emphasis should be placed onueaging indigenous manufacturers engaged in the
industrial and agricultural sectors of the econoasythis will promote the level of real growth and
development of the various West African States.dlaively, it must be seen that the weakness of the
Economic Community of West African Stateds-a-vis the strength of the European Union is
symptomatic of the general economic malaise plagoountries that make up the Economic Community
of West African States.
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